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Businesses say their
trucks wait for transfers

By Dan Kiepal

Enquiver staff writer

Some business and politi-
cal leaders in Greater Cincin-
nati and Northern Kentucky

say railroad cars backing up-

around the Queensgate rail
yard threaten to cause region-
al growth gridlock.

Queensgate is one of the
largest rail yards in the Mid-
west, and several Northern
Kentucky businesses have
complained to the chamber of
commerce about long waits
for delivery of everything
from airplane parts to greet-
ing cards.

- “We've got companies ex-
periencing tremendously
long delays in getting cargo
off trains to transport,” said
Steve Stevens, senior vice
president of governmental af-
fairs for the Northern Ken-
tucky Chamber- of Com-
merce.

Stevens’ first call was to
Mark Policinski, director of
the  Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana
Regional Council of Govern-
ments. The two hope aregion-
al freight rail study will hap-
pen in the next 18 months and
that will lead to a plan for a
more seamless movement of
cargo.

Policinski says the issue is
‘tremendously important be-
cause many businesses don’t
stock inventory. Instead, they
rely on the on-time delivery of
goods - meaning parts are de-
livered at a strategic time in
the manufacturing process.

OKI will pay for a $125,000
freight rail study in Butler
County this year, with hopes
of a complete regional study
sometime in 2007.

“Ifyou can't get your goods
out or your materials in to
build those goods, you've got
a problem to say the least,”
Policinski said. “It's a huge
transportation and economic
development issue. If this re-
gion is going to grow, it'll de-
pend on ontime delivery.
That's the kind of world we
live in.”

Delays affect some 20 bro-
kers and hundreds of compa-
nies in the region, said Tom
Voss, who heads the regional
association for customs bro-
kers. He also is president of
Exel, an international freight
handler out of Hebron.

“This affects all the import-
ers in the region,” he said.

“When trucks go in there,

they have to wait two or three
hours, just waiting and burn-
ing gas. It's causing alot of dif-
ficulty, because everybody
wants delivery yesterday.”
'Voss said the railroads ha-
ven't invested enough into
moving incoming containers

" more efficiently.

Railroad officials disagree.

Rudy Husband, spokes-
man for Norfolk Southern
Railroad, said his company’s
yard at Queensgate has had a
double-digit increase in traffic
in the last five years. “We've
had concerns about overall
congestion at the' Cincinnati
yard,” he said, “We're consid-
ering our long-term options.”

Husband declined to say
what those options are.

A person who answered
the phone for Norfolk South-
ern at Queensgate on Friday
confirmed a new company
has been hired to move goods
in the yard.

Voss said he’s hopeful that
will help, but he said the new
contractor can'’t affect all the
problems.

“There are times when it’s
so busy there that (rail) cars
are parked miles out of town
waiting on a slot,” he said.

" OKI's Policinski said the
freight study will have to in-
corporate information from
other studies already under
way, such as Interstate 75 and
the Brent Spence Bridge.

" “It's aquestion of truck traf-
fic, rail traffic and how you can
combine the two,” Policinski
said. “Tt all gets back to how
the world is changing. On-
time delivery is today’s pace
of business.”
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